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Two unique, fun-filled weeks with inspiring teachers, fiddling by ear, improvisation, traditional 
dance, music-based art, and an end-of-camp performance at the Freight & Salvage

A week-long Day Camp devoted to Traditional Fiddle Music
produced by Freight & Salvage Coffeehouse in Berkeley, CA

Week 1: June 20-25
• Julian Smedley: 
Jazz, Swing, Improvisation
• Caroline McCaskey: 
Scottish, Cape Breton, Appalachian
• Karen Heil: Old Time, Appalachian, Southern
• Harry Liedstrand: Irish, Old Time

Week 2: July 25-30
• Bobbi Nikles: Irish, Old Time
• Kaila Flexer: 
Eastern European, Klezmer
• Suzy Thompson: Cajun
• Laurie Hart: Scandinavian

We welcome young violinists and fiddlers, ages 7 to 15, with at least one year of playing experience. 
No previous fiddling required. 

Now in its 19th year, fiddlekids is a great 
opportunity for children to explore and learn a 
wide range of traditional fiddling styles—American 
Old Time, Appalachian, Irish, Scottish, Jazz, Swing, 
Klezmer, Cajun, Scandinavian, and Blues—by 
learning tunes, songs, and dance. 

Photos by John Blasquez

• Evie Ladin: Dance  • Anna Rainer: Art

For more information or to register contact 
the Freight & Salvage Coffeehouse 

510-859-1127
fiddlekids@freightandsalvage.org 

www.fiddlekids.com
fiddlekids is made possible through the generous
support of the Bill Graham Supporting Foundation
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Freight & Salvage Coffeehouse

Camp Location (Mon-Fri)
Berkwood Hedge School
1809 Bancroft Way, Berkeley, CA 94703

Saturday Concert Location
Freight & Salvage Coffeehouse
2020 Addison Street, Berkeley, CA 94704

Berkwood Hedge School
BANCROFT WAY
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2016 fiddlekids staff
Julian Smedley is the camp director for both weeks of fiddlekids. A brilliant 
swing-jazz fiddle player and a veteran of the fiddlekids teaching staff, Julian 
possesses stratospheric expertise balanced by a down-to-earth teaching style, 
effortless patience, and a natural ability to pace his delivery. The kids love his 
inventiveness, spontaneity, and wit, and also his swingin' impact on camp. Julian 
currently coordinates the music programs at the Seattle Waldorf High School, and is a 
consultant for the 2016 Centrum Vintage Jazz workshop. He also maintains a full 
schedule as a studio musician, producer, and performer in the Pacific Northwest. 

Caroline McCaskey’s enthusiastic teaching style has fostered a love of music in 
both children and adults for over 15 years. Caroline joined the San Francisco Scottish 
Fiddlers at age 12, and toured for years as the leader of the Fiddlerats contra dance 
band. She is certified by the Suzuki Association of the Americas for Violin books 1-7, 
and now teaches Suzuki violin full time at Bristol Elementary School in Colorado 
Springs. Caroline began as an assistant at fiddlekids in 2002, and joined the ranks 
of the instructors in 2009. 

Harry Liedstrand is an inspired and energetic fiddler of traditional music from 
America and the Celtic countries. He studied violin at the UOP Conservatory of Music 
and earned a Master’s Degree in Ethnomusicology at CSU Fresno. Harry began 
fiddling with Kenny Hall and the Sweets Mill String Band in the 60’s. Harry also 
teaches at the Festival of American Fiddle Tunes. His performances are positive and 
uplifting, whether in the classroom or on the stage.

Karen Heil is a fun and enthusiastic teacher and an expert fiddler and guitarist with 
a special love of old-time southern American fiddle music. Karen has been on the 
teaching staff at the Festival of American Fiddle Tunes, Grass Valley Camp, Lark in 
the Morning Camp, and the Austin Old Time Festival. She performs with the Bucking 
Mules and San Francisco’s Knuckle Knockers. A natural livewire, she brings lots of 
spark and current to fiddlekids!

Bobbi Nikles is an acclaimed force in the Bay Area music scene and beyond. The 
founder of fiddlekids camp, which she led as director for many years, Bobbi also 
performs in a wide array of bands. Her luscious fiddling and driving rhythm add fuel 
to every project she's with, including Black Brothers Band, Douce Ambiance, Wake 
the Dead and many more. A sought-after teacher at camps, workshops and in her 
private studio, Bobbi’s creative and nurturing style incorporates her depth of 
knowledge and her experience as a teacher for over 30 years. 

Kaila Flexer a superb violinist in many styles, who is perhaps best known for her 
playing of music from the Balkans and Eastern Europe. Throughout her career she’s 
maintained a thriving teaching studio in Oakland and traveled afar to teach 
workshops and music camps. A founder of respected groups like Third Ear and Next 
Village, Kaila currently performs with Gari Hegedus in the duo Teslim and with Shira 
Kammen in the Oakland Folkharmonic. 

Suzy Thompson fell in love with Cajun music hearing the Balfa Brothers live in 
1976. In the 1980s, Suzy played hundreds of dances with the California Cajun 
Orchestra, featuring the accordion playing of Danny Poullard. Suzy has also recorded 
and performed Cajun music with Michael Doucet, Marc and Ann Savoy, D.L. Menard, 
and many other Cajun greats. She has taught Cajun fiddling at Augusta Heritage’s 
Cajun-Creole Week, Festival of American Fiddle Tunes and Montana Fiddle Camp. 

Laurie Hart specializes in Scandinavian, Québécois, French and American dance 
music. She also plays Swedish nyckelharpa and Norwegian Hardanger fiddle. Laurie 
is known for her beautiful tone, agile bowing, large repertoire, and fidelity to the 
styles she plays. She has been teaching fiddle since 1990, and has performed since 
1986 across the U.S., Canada and Northern Europe. Laurie was the recipient of a 
Fulbright Award to study the music and dance of Norway and Sweden. 

Evie Ladin is a banjo player, step-dancer, singer, songwriter and square-dance caller 
with a lifetime of experience in traditional American cultural arts. The polyrhythmic 
funk of her clawhammer banjo, resonant voice, and rhythmic dance have been heard 
from “A Prairie Home Companion” to Hardly Strictly Bluegrass. She is also the 
Executive Director of the International Body Music Festival. Evie skillfully connects 
the music to dance traditions and believes that understanding the music and the 
dance makes any player a better musician. 

Anna Rainer loves encouraging students to try something new. Kids love Anna 
because she brings fun, unique, engaging and amazing projects to the classroom. 
She's an art instructor who thinks of herself as a “possibility-maker.” Her motto is 
“There is an artist within each child.” Currently she teaches art at Oxford Elementary 
School in Berkeley and at CCA (California College of the Arts). She's been making and 
teaching art for over 20 years.


